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State hopes to

- City’s system
applauded for
its efficiency

By TODD DEFEQO
The Leaf-Chronicle

Fmily Kennedy has been

riding the Clarksville Tran- '

sit System for 16 years and

has ideas for increasing rid-

ership — run buses later
weekday evenings and more
frequently on weekends.

“] feel strongly about

“that,” she said after a

Wednesday meeting fo-
cused on doubling public
transportation ridership in
Tennessee by 2025.

Clarksville experienced a
37 percent population
growth between 1990 and
2000, compared to a16.7 per-
cent increase in Tennessee.
Across the state, a 25 percent
growth is estimated between
2002 and 2025.

Officials contend popula-
tion growth and an increase
in automobile ownership are
clogging the -state’s road-
ways, damaging the envi-
ronment and slowing eco-
nomic growth. And much of
Tennessee’s working popu-
lation, between 79 and 85
percent — drives to” work
alone.

“Increasing transit rider-
ship is critical to Tennessee’s
future,” said Gerald Nicely,
TDOT commissioner. “As
Tennessee grows and
changes, the state’s ability to
handle transportation will
determine its financial and
environmental health.”

About 2,000 people ride

CTS buses daily, Director .

Jimmy Smith said. And the
service is hoping to have an
annual total of 600,000 rid-
ers by June 30, the end of the
fiscal year.

“It's a service area that’s

comparable to Chattancoga, -

which has a service area of
128 square miles,” said Ben
Smith, TDOT director of
Public Transit, Railroad and
Waterways. “Clarksville is
running a very efficient sys-

Clarksville Transit System’s rider numb
hopes the number will surpass 6
of transit riders across the state

00,000

“Increasing transit ridership is critical
to Tennessee s future. As Tennessee grows
and changes, the state s ability to handle
transportation will determine its financial
and environmental health.”

Gerald Nicely

commissioner, Tennessee Department of Transportation

tem for the large area they
have to cover.”

CTS operates seven
routes in a 107-square mile
system.

About 80 percent of the
capital money comes from
the federal government,
while state and local gov-
ernments split the remaining
20 percent. Federal and state
money each pays for about
35 percent of operating costs,
while the city picks up the
remaining 30 percent.

Statewide goals

The state’s Department of
Transportation has started a
comprehensive, first-of-its-
kind study of transportation
in Tennessee. The “Transit
for Tennessee 2025” plan
will detail the services nec-
essary to double the number
of transit riders in the next
two-plus decades.

“Planning now for a bal-
anced transportation system

» See Transit, A2

double transit riders

Donna Wilson/The Leaf-Chronicle

ers have grown each year since beginning in the late 1980s, and Director Jimmy Smith
by June 30. The Tennessee Department of Transportation wants to double the number
by 2025, and officials were in Clarksville last week seeking riders’ input.

Commuter rail line
to Nashville revisited

By TODD DEFEOQ
The Leaf-Chronicle

A commuter rail line
connecting  Clarksville
with Nashville could be
studied again this fall, Re-
gional Transportation Au-
thority officials said.

A commuter rail con-
necting the two cities was
determined to be unfeasi-
ble after a 1996 study by
the RTA, the Nashville
Metro Transit Authority
and the Nashville Metro-
politan Planning Organi-
zation. The study consid-

- ered two routes between

the Queen City and the
Music City.

One route would follow
the former right of way of
the now-defunct Ten-

nessee Central Railway.
Tracks once ran from
Clarksville through Ash-
land City and to Nashville.
“This line is abandoned
and track has been re-
moved from east of Ash-
land City to Clarksville,”
said Allyson Shumate, rail
projects .coordinator for
RTA. “The portion be-
tween just east of Ashiand -
City and the Cumberland
River is not in use because
the Cumberland River
Bridge is in need of work.”
In addition to bridge
work, the Tennessee Cen-
tral route would require all
new track and improve-
ment of trestles and

» See Rail, A2
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%"'Q___ and efficient land use can ensure tend the Clarksville meeting.

G the state’s economy remains vi-  And a second round of public
~® oy __ | brant, without encouraging sprawl meetings is scheduled for the fall
® Gy | andcongestion, whichcandamage in  Chattanooga, Nashville, |.
-B-% | air and water quality,” Nicely said. Knoxville and Memphis.

% G The transit study will be incor- At Wednesday’s meeting, Ben
7 Gy " | porated into TDOT’s Long Range Smith outlined some issues that
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which is” being. drafted. Both the
long-range plan and “Transit for
Tennessee 2025” are expected to
be completed by 2004.

Statewide in June, the Depart-
ment of Transportation has been
seeking input from residents dur-
ing a series of public forums. Such
a meeting was held Wednesday
evening at the Clarksville-Mont-
gomery County Public Library.

“The more suggestions and
feedback we get from citizens, and
especially from transit users or po-
tential users, the more successful
our plan for the future will be”
Nicely said about meetings like the
one at the library. He did not at-

Continued from A1

to double. Funding, technology,
capital facilities, a rising demand
for paratransit, service develop-
ment and marketing and land use
planning and development were
among them. i
In 2000, the state spent about
$22.3 million on public transporta-

tion. That increased to $30.5 mil-.

Jion in 2003.
Public transportation serves
about 1 percent of all of the state’s

. work trips. For transit use to dou-

ble by 2025, annual ridership must

-increase 3 percent each year.

Todd DeFeo covers criminal justice and can
be reached by telephone at 245-0236 or by
e-mail at todddefeo @theleafchronicle.com.

bridges, Shumate said. -

“The study estimated that the
track work alone could cost in the
$70 million range,” Shumate said.
“That cost does not include signals,
land or bridges.”

A second rail line optlon would
run trains from Clarksville to
Nashville via Guthrie, Ky. The
tracks between Clarksville and
Guthrie are owned by RJ. Corman,
and CSX holds the rails between
Guthrie and Nashville.

Officials said numerous options
are available with the route, in-
cluding required track upgrades,
but it is less direct than the Ten-
nessee Central route.

Cheatham County Executive
Bill Orange said a commuter rail
between Nashville and Clarksville
is feasible, but admits “it won't be
easy or simple to bring (the Ten-
nessee Central line) back.”

He added: “More roads are not
the answer; we've got to get com-
muter rail.”

Other commuter rails
coming along statewide
Other commuter rail routes in

lual Medical Premiums
o o HIGH? ofring

o-Pay

¢ Prescription Card Co-pay

gionlns. 645-3273

rest Dr.

Middle Tennessee are being con-
sidered as possibilities for alleviat-
ing highway congestion.

“Nashville is developing a com-
muter rail project on five corridors
centered on the center of the city,”
said Ben Smith, TDOT director of
Public' Transit, Railroad and Wa-
terways.

Rail lines connecting Murfrees—
boro to the southeast, Henderson-
ville to the northeast, Franklin to
the south and Bellevue to the west
have been studied.

“These were determined to be
feasible per the study,” Shumate
said. -
“The southeast and northeast
have the greatest ridership poten-
tial and congestion relief.”

Murfreesboro, LaVergne, Smyr-
na and Rutherford County are
working with the Nashville MPO
tobegin a corridor analysis, the first
step'in the federal funding process.
It will determine different modes
for the corridor and determine the
practicality of each.

A rail line connecting Lebanon
and Nashville is expected to be in
operation by fall 2005. That line is
projected to be the first leg of the
Nashville Area Regional Com-
muter Rail System, which, when

completed, would shuttle com- -

muters throughout Middle Ten-
nessee.

Todd DeFeo can be reached at 245-0236 or
at todddefeo @theleafchronicle.com.
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Visit us online

The Leaf-Chronicle’s Web site is
at www.theleafchronicle.com

Want to subscribe?

To start a new subscription, dis-
cuss your bill or delivery, call our
Customer Service Department
(931) 552-READ.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Home delivered by carrier
Daily/Sunday =~ Weekend"
One month.......... -$
13 weeks..
26 weeks...

*Inciudes 10 hoﬁda&delwenss {New Year s
Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Presidents
Day, Memotial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day,
Columbus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving,
Christrmas and an additional delivery Sept. 11.)

Delivered by mail
Montgomery and adjoining counties

52 weeks
All other mailed subscnpnons
13 weeks . -

52 weeks
Single copy rates
Daily ....

The Leaf-Chronicie is not responsible for
advance payments made directly to carriers.

Inserts: In many cases, insert advertisers do *
not purchase Leaf-Chronicle’s full circula-
tion, For this reason, the number of preprinted
advertising supplements wifl vary in geo-
graphic areas, home-delivered copies and
rack sales.

Mail subscriptions are not accepted in areas
served by delivery carriers.

Miss your paper?

We hape nat. But if you do not
receive your copy of The Leat-
Chronicle by 5:30 a.m. Monday
through Friday, or 6:30 a.m. on
weekends and holidays, please call
{931) 552-READ. We will redeliver a
newspaper to you (in limited areas)

- if you call between 7 and 10:30 a.m.

Monday through-Saturday and on
holidays or between 7 and 11:30
a.m. on Sundays.

Call us

Main number......... (931) 552-1808
Classified ads .......(931) 5562-1234

Circulation............. (931) 552-7323
Fax us

Newsroom ............ (931) 552-5859
Advertising............ (931) 648-8001
Write us

All mail should be sent to The
Leaf-Chronicle, P.O. Box 31029,
Clarksville, TN 37040-0018.

The Leat-Chronicie (USPS No. 116-020) is
published Sunday through Saturday at 200
Commerce St. Clarksvifle, Tann.

Postmaster: Send change of address to The
Leal-Chronicle, P.O. Box 31029, Clarksville,
TN 37040-0018. Pericdical Postage paid at
Clarksville, TN 37040.

Advertising policy: The publisher makes
every effort to assure that your advertisement,
legal or public notice is published on the date
requested, but shall not be fiable for adver-
tisements omitted or published incorrectly for
any reason. The advertiser assumes sole fia-
bility for ail contents of advertisements, legals
or public noticas.

To make sure you get best response from
your ad, please look at it the first time it
appears. The publisher is responsible only for
one day's charge for the space in which the
arror, made by the publisher, appears. If your
ad is incorrect, please call (931) 552-1808 to
have it corrected immediately.

The publisher reserves the right to edit or
reject any advertisement for publication.

National Advertising Representatives
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